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Natural Resource Outreach and Service Programs Honored for Outstanding Work, Showcased at National Conference 
 
Utah Master Naturalist Program wins 2017 ANROSP Program of the Year Award 
 
PORTLAND, OR (September 21, 2017) – The Alliance of Natural Resource Outreach and Service Programs (ANROSP) 
concluded its national conference with an awards ceremony held at the World Forestry Center in Portland, Oregon.   
 
The Utah Master Naturalist Program received the 2017 ANROSP Program of the Year Award.  This award recognizes an 
especially innovative ANROSP member program, including their set of educational materials and events aimed at a 
specified audience, for its unique, cutting edge, risk-taking educational programs that succeed in meeting the program’s 
objectives.   
 
Utah Master Naturalist (UMN) is an adult education program that trains volunteers and professionals who promote 
stewardship of natural resources through education, outreach, and service within their communities. UMN consists of 
three field courses that focus on Utah’s major natural environments:  Watershed Investigations, Desert Explorations, 
and Mountain Adventures. Courses are taught throughout Utah with the cooperation of many federal and state agencies 
and non-profit organizations. UMN is outstanding and innovative in its approach of allowing participant evaluation 
feedback to be the strongest driver in program changes and improvement. Most recently, UMN has recognized the 
challenge for most people to attend a week-long course, and in response, is developing a series of three online courses 
to reach a broader audience. Being a continually adaptive program that is driven by audience feedback has been a key 
process in achieving the mission of UMN. Congratulations go to ANROSP member Mark Larese-Casanova, Utah Master 
Naturalist Program Director, Utah State University Extension. For more information about the Utah Master Naturalist 
Program, please contact Mark Larese-Casanova at marklc@usu.edu or call 435-760-6146. 
 
Michelle Prysby, ANROSP President and Virginia Master Naturalist Program Director, said "ANROSP provides member 
programs an opportunity to share their best work in the areas of Outstanding Educational Materials, Outstanding 
Volunteer Project, Outstanding Team, Outstanding Program Evaluation and Program of the Year.  Each year ANROSP is 
proud to highlight programs from across the United States in each of these categories."  Award applications are peer 
reviewed and selection is made by the ANROSP Awards Committee, chaired by the ANROSP Vice President.   
 
About ANROSP:  The Alliance of Natural Resource Outreach and Service Programs is a national network of natural 
resource education and service programs which provides leadership, information, and resources to support the 
establishment and expansion of its member programs.  For more information please visit ANROSP.org 
 
Photo caption:  Mark Larese-Casanova (right) accepted the 2017 Program of the Year Award from ANROSP President 
Michelle Prysby (left) on behalf of the Utah Master Naturalist Program, Utah State University Extension. (photo credit:   
Michele Richards) 
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